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Dear Parents/Guardians, 

There has been a recent case of head lice within your child’s class.  Please check 
your child’s hair and treat if necessary.   

As you will know, head lice are small insects that live in human hair. The eggs 
look like grains of salt stuck to the hair and are most often found behind the 
ears and along the forehead and temples. Head lice are very common, 
particularly in schools where children often have their heads close together. 
Also, head lice can live in the cleanest hair. They don’t make you sick but can 
cause itching, especially in children, so you may have noticed your child 
scratching lately. 

It is very important to check the rest of the family and other close contacts for 
head lice too. Please tell other people your child spends time with so that they 
can also have their hair checked. 

Head Lice move about 30cm in 60 seconds which makes them very hard to 
detect.  To check hair more efficiently comb plenty of hair conditioner through 
dry hair, then comb again in sections with a metal “NIT” comb.  The hair 
conditioner slows the head lice down so that they can become trapped in the 
comb. Be sure to also examine the comb under a good light source.  

It is important that you keep your child away from school until treatment has 
begun. The WA Department of Health recommends the 10 Day Conditioner 
treatment.  As many eggs as possible must be removed, but some will be hard 
to pick off. A few remaining eggs are not a reason for your child to stay away 
from school. However, you need to repeat this process every one to two days 
over a 10 day period to cover the hatching cycle of the eggs. Combing with 
conditioner traps and removes the hatchlings as they emerge from the eggs. 

Children may return to school when treatment has been commenced and no 
live lice are evident.   

Thank you for your support. 

Mr Mike Wills 

Principal 


