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Monday 4/03/2019 

Labour Day Public Holiday 

 

 

Thursday 07/03/2019 

Year 4/5 Assembly 

 

 

Friday 15/03/2019 

Mirrabooka Square Harmony 

Day 

Performance Senior Students  

At 11.45am 

 

 

School Board Meeting 

Tuesday 19/03/2019 at 

2.30pm 

 

 

Thursday 21/03/2019 

Harmony Day Assembly & 

Community Event 

 

 

Mon 25th – Wed 27th March 

Year 5/6 Camp 

 

 

Monday 1/04/2019 

P&C AGM 2pm 

 

Thursday 11/04/2019 

ANZAC Day Assembly 
 

 

 

 

 

PRINCIPAL’S PEN 

SCHOOL BOARD NEWS  

Over the last three years our Board has been supported by a small and very 
committed group of parent representatives. Two of our members, Marion 
Ferguson and Shelley Devey have stepped down from the board.  On behalf 
of the Board, P&C and entire school community I would like to thank both 
Marion and Shelley for their service to the school.   

Currently we have no parent representatives on our Board and therefore we 
are asking for parents who may be interested to join our School Board.  

Your commitment The Board meets once a term for at least one hour for 
meetings. We will also meet once a term to provide some training to board 
members.  

Your role  
Board members are expected to represent the school community. Members 
do not represent one viewpoint or the view of an individual or for example, 
political or religious affiliations.  Board members therefore regularly seek the 
views and opinions of the whole school community and represent them in our 
discussions. Therefore, it is desirable for us to have parents from a range of 
cultural backgrounds.  
  
How to apply  
Simply complete the expression of interest form, available from the front 
office. If you are interested but would like more information, please come and 
have a chat with me.  
  

HARMONY WEEK CELEBRATIONS  

Harmony Week celebrates Australia’s cultural diversity. It’s about 
inclusiveness, respect and a sense of belonging for everyone. Learning about 
other cultures is an important aspect of our school curriculum and gives 
students a broader perspective about what life is like for those living in other 
countries.  

This year our senior students will take part in the Mirrabooka Harmony 
Celebration to be held at The Square Mirrabooka, from 10am until 2pm on 
the 15 March 2019. They will be performing on stage at 11:45am and we 
encourage you to come and show your support. Now in its eleventh year, this 
celebration has something for the whole family and is an event not to be 
missed!  

Bring your family along to enjoy: cultural and school performances, children’s 
activities, stalls, entertainment, FREE sausage sizzle and GIVEAWAYS.  

On Friday 21 March, we will be celebrating Harmony Day in the school. This will 
commence with our Harmony Day Assembly. Students are encouraged to wear 
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Bring your family along to enjoy: cultural and school 
performances, children’s activities, stalls, 
entertainment, FREE sausage sizzle and 
GIVEAWAYS.  

On Friday 21 March, we will be celebrating Harmony 
Day in the school. This will commence with our 
Harmony Day Assembly. Students are 
encouraged to wear their traditional dress or the 
colour orange.  We encourage all family members to 
come along and enjoy cultural performances.  One 
of the highlights for the students is tasting dishes 
from other countries so please prepare a plate for 
your child to share. 

 

P & C Meet and Greet (Annual General Meeting) 

When:    1 April 2019 

Where:      Boardroom 

Time:     2pm 

Wanting to get more involved in your child’s 
education? 

Please come along and join our parents group! 

 

Anika Blackmore 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

NAPLAN ONLINE – INFORMATION FOR 

PARENTS AND CARERS 

Why do students do NAPLAN?  

The National Assessment Program – Literacy and 

Numeracy (NAPLAN) assesses literacy and 

numeracy skills that are essential for every child to 

progress through school and life. Students in Years 

3, 5, 7 and 9 participate in the annual NAPLAN tests 

in reading, writing, conventions of language 

(spelling, grammar and punctuation) and numeracy. 

The assessment provides parents and schools with 

an understanding of how individual students are 

performing at the time of the tests. NAPLAN is just 

one aspect of a school’s assessment and reporting 

process - it does not replace ongoing assessments 

made by teachers about student performance. 

NAPLAN also provides schools, education 

authorities and governments with information about 

how education programs are working and whether 

young Australians are meeting important 

educational outcomes in literacy and numeracy. 

How can I help my child prepare?  

Help your child prepare by: 

 reassuring them that NAPLAN is just one 

part of their school program AND;  

 reminding them on the day to simply try their 

best.  

Teachers will ensure students are familiar with the 

types of questions in the tests and will provide 

appropriate support and guidance. Ensuring 

students are familiar with using devices, typing on 

them and navigating through programs are a part of 

student learning and a requirement of the Australian 

Curriculum from the first year at school. 

Will my child sit NAPLAN on paper or online? 

This year your child will sit the NAPLAN online tests. 

As students are assessed on the same literacy and 

numeracy curriculum content, regardless of whether 

they complete the test online or on paper, results for 

both formats can be reported on the same NAPLAN 

assessment scale. To find out more about NAPLAN 

Online, visit nap.edu.au. The Year 3 Writing will still 

be completed on paper, Year 5’s will do their writing 

task online.  

It is important that your child attends every day 

during the testing period: 14-26 May (Term 2: 

Weeks 3 & 4) 

 

Where can I get more information?  

• Talk to your child’s class teacher  

• contact your local test administration authority at 

nap.edu.au/TAA  

• visit nap.edu.au 

From the Deputy’s Desk 

Anthony Chiappalone 

https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwiIzNWCitvgAhVSbn0KHTmbCjMQjRx6BAgBEAU&url=https://www.keepcalm-o-matic.co.uk/p/your-p-c-needs-you-now/&psig=AOvVaw2OngyQLklDTZOq_rZgHqcU&ust=1551328086826375
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200 DAYS OF READING REMINDERS  

It has been a great start to our 200 Days of Reading 

and thank you to all the parent and caregivers who 

have been listening to their children read daily. It is 

important that you encourage your child to read 

every day, as consistency will help your child’s 

progress. 200 Days of reading encourages students 

to read regularly, and reading should only be 

recorded once a day. Each morning your child has 

the chance to read in the Library from 8.15am to 

8.35am. This is also the time for students to switch 

books once their teacher has noted it in their blue 

reading log. If you have further questions, please 

see your child’s classroom teacher. 

 

3 Simple Behaviour Management Tips for 

Parents  

Kids will be kids! And the notion of a perfectly 
behaved child — for most parents — is unrealistic, 
but if your child’s behaviour is making things difficult 
for you or your family…You may want to consider 
implementing some changes. And the best place to 
start is at home. 

Below are some easy ways you can try to regain 
some ‘law and order’ in your household, and 
improve the behaviour of your kids.  

1. Make expectations explicitly clear.  
If kids don’t understand the how, what and why’s of 
what’s expected of them…How can they be 
expected to follow through? It doesn’t have to be 
complicated, just simple, clear directions like: 

 

‘You need to do your homework straight afternoon 
tea, so you’ll be free for family time by dinner’, or, I 
want you to have a shower right after play time, so 
you don’t bring dirt through the house’.  

Clear expectations mean less questioning, which is 
good for the kids, and great for parents! 

2.Be consistent  
While adults are expected to adapt and reprioritise 
throughout the day, it’s not realistic to expect kids to 
do the same. They’ll struggle with the mixed 
messages, and be more likely to question why 
they’re expected to do things. Plus, consistency 

helps kids to feel secure and confident, in their 
surroundings, and in themselves. That’s why it’s 
also incredibly important when it comes to separated 
parents and co-parents. Inconsistency between 
each parent can cause conflict (between the parents 
and the kids). 

3. Routine, routine, routine!  

A solid family routine lends itself to a happy and 
functional household. It helps to solidify 
expectations, and make sure that kids meet them on 
a daily basis. It also helps kids to feel safe in the 
reliability and security of home life — something that 
they may not have at school. A routine makes it 
easier for parents to follow through with the own 
rules that they’ve set for themselves and for the rest 
of the family. 

Start by framing yours around things that happen 
every day already: Dinner time, homework, chores 
— try to schedule them in for the same time every 
day, and then shape new additions to your routine 
around them. 

 

Anthony Chiappalone 

 
 

 

 

The School Canteen will be 
CLOSED Tomorrow  

Friday 1st March 2019 

 

 

2019 BOOKLISTS  

There are several students who have not bought in 

the equipment required to start the school year. 

Parents, please remember you DO NOT have to 

purchase from Ziggies, you are able to go to your 

local shops and purchase the items. The booklists 

were kept to a minimum to consider cost to families. 

If you are unable to purchase the items listed on the 

booklist please see your child’s class teacher.  

https://www.melbournechildpsychology.com.au/blog/the-importance-of-routine-in-childhood/
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MATH BOOKS 

If you are still to purchase the Origo Math Book, 

they are now available from the front office at a 

cost of $18.95 each. 

 

VOLUNTARY CONTRIBUTIONS  

Please make sure you pay your contributions to the 

office. This money goes towards purchasing 

educational resources and programs to ensure your 

child has access to a broad curriculum and the best 

educational opportunities possible. 

 
 
 
 
 

P&C NEWS 
 

Welcome back to Term 1 everyone 
 

Term 1 
 

LUNCH ORDERD WEDNESDAY 13 MARCH 
The P&C will be providing lunch orders of sausage roll or pie 

and a drink for $5. Order forms will be sent out shortly. 
 
 

AGM MONDAY 1ST APRIL 

We will be holding our AGM on Monday April 1st in the 
boardroom at 2pm. 

All positions are up for nomination again. Cost of joining P&C 
is $1 for the year. 

We hope to see some new faces and need more P&C 
members. Feel free to pop in and see what we are all about. 

 
LONG TABLE DINNER 3RD APRIL  

The P &C will be holding a cultural celebration/welcome to 
families by holding a long table dinner so everyone can get to 

know one another. 
There will be more details provided in the near future about 

this event. 
 

EASTER RAFFLE 
Like last year there will be a competition between classes to 
see who can donate the most Easter Eggs for our raffle. The 

winning class will be rewarded with an icy pole each. 
Notes will be sent home about the RAFFLE with some 

RAFFLE tickets attached for the kids to sell. 

The raffle will be drawn on Monday 8th APRIL. 
 
 

New members are always welcome 
Don't forget to join 

Balga primary mums and dads page on Facebook 
 
 
 

 
 

COMMUNITY NOTICES 

 
MERCY COLLEGE – TOUR MORNING 

 

 
Mercy College is holding their next Tour Morning on 
Tuesday 12 March, commencing at 9.00am from our 
Chape 
If you are considering Mercy for your child for Year 
7 in 2020, please come along and see what we have 
to offer. 
The tour is senior student led along with members of 
our Senior Leadership, and concludes with morning 
tea and 
the chance to meet our Principal as well as our 
Deputies and other staff. 
To register, please phone Ms Lee-Ann Ottenhof on 
9247 9223.  
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Dear School Community 

 

Our school board is an important component of Balga Primary School. They provide guidance and input to 

ensure we are providing the very best education for our students.  Over the last three years our Board has been 

supported by a very committed group of parent representatives who also make up our Parent and Citizen’s (P&C 

group). Some of these members are stepping down from the board and we thank Marion and Shelley for thier 

service to the school. We now have three positions that have opened and we now seek an interested parent to 

join our School Board. We encourage diversity on our Board so we encourage parents from different cultures to 

nominate. 

 

Your commitment  

The Board meets once a term for at least one hour for meetings. We will also meet once a term to provide some 

training to board members.  

 

Your role  
Board members are expected to represent the school community. Members do not represent one viewpoint or 
the view of an individual or for example, political or religious affiliations.  Board members therefore regularly 
seek the views and opinions of the whole school community and represent them in our discussions. 
 
How to apply  
Simply complete an expression of interest form, which is available from our front office or see If you are interested 
but would like more information please come and have a chat with me.  
 
Expressions of interest will close on Thursday 28 February.  

Kind regards, 

 

Anika Blackmore  

Principal  

Balga Primary School  

 

 

 

I ___________________________ wish to be nominated to become a member of Balga PS Board.  

 

Date; _______________________      Child/ chidlren’s name:  ____________________________ 

 

Please return to the Front Office by 8th March 2019.  

  


